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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor Pt. 1917, App. I 

(k) Battery handling equipment 
which could contact battery terminals 
or cell connectors shall be insulated or 
otherwise protected. 

(l) Metallic objects shall not be 
placed on uncovered batteries. 

(m) When batteries are being 
charged, the vent caps shall be in 
place. 

(n) Chargers shall be turned off when 
leads are being connected or discon-
nected. 

(o) Installed batteries shall be se-
cured to avoid physical or electrical 

contact with compartment walls or 
components. 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 40202, July 25, 1997] 

§ 1917.158 Prohibited operations. 
(a) Spray painting and abrasive blast-

ing operations shall not be conducted 
in the vicinity of cargo handling oper-
ations. 

(b) Welding and burning operations 
shall not be conducted in the vicinity 
of cargo handling operations unless 
such hot work is part of the cargo oper-
ation. 

APPENDIX I TO PART 1917—SPECIAL CARGO GEAR AND CONTAINER SPREADER TEST 
REQUIREMENTS (MANDATORY) [SEE § 1917.50(C)(5)] 

Type gear Test requirement Tested by Proof test 

A. All Special Cargo Handling Gear Purchased or Manufactured on or After January 21, 1998 

1. Safe Work-
ing Load— 
greater than 
5 short tons 
(10,000 lbs./ 
4.5 metric 
tons).

Prior to initial use ................. OSHA accredited agency 
only.

Up to 20 short 
tons.

125% SWL 

Prior to reuse after structural 
damage repair 

From 20 to 50 
short tons 

5 short tons in 
excess of 
SWL 

Every four years after initial 
proof load test 

OSHA accredited agency or 
designated person (40)(1) 
125% SWL 

Over 50 short 
tons 

110% SWL 

2. Safe Work-
ing Load—5 
short tons 
or less.

Prior to initial use 
Prior to reuse after structural 

damage repair 

OSHA accredited agency or 
designated person 

125% SWL 

3. Intermodal 
container 
spreaders 
not part of 
vessel’s 
cargo han-
dling gear.

Prior to initial use 

Prior to reuse after structural 
damage repair 

OSHA accredited agency 
only 

Every four years after initial 
proof load test.

OSHA accredited agency or 
designated person.

125% SWL 

B. All Special Cargo Handling Gear in Use Prior to January 21, 1998 

1. Any Safe 
Working 
Load.

Every four years starting on 
January 21, 1998.

OSHA accredited agency or 
designated person.

Up to 20 short 
tons.

Prior to initial use or prior to 
reuse after structural dam-
age repair 

OSHA accredited agency From 20 to 50 
short tons 

5 short tons in 
excess of 
SWL 

Over 50 short 
tons 

110% SWL 
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2. Intermodal 
container 
spreaders 
not part of 
ship’s gear.

Every four years starting on 
January 21, 1998 

OSHA accredited agency or 
designated person 

Prior to initial use or prior to 
reuse after structural dam-
age repair 

OSHA accredited agency 125% SWL 

[65 FR 40943, June 30, 2000] 

PART 1918—SAFETY AND HEALTH 
REGULATIONS FOR LONGSHORING 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
1918.1 Scope and application. 
1918.2 Definitions. 
1918.3 Incorporation by reference 
1918.4 OMB control numbers under the Pa-

perwork Reduction Act. 

Subpart B—Gear Certification 

1918.11 Gear certification (See also §§ 1918.2, 
definition of ‘‘Vessel’s cargo handling 
gear’’ and 1918.51). 

Subpart C—Gangways and Other Means 
of Access 

1918.21 General requirements. 
1918.22 Gangways. 
1918.23 Jacob’s ladders. 
1918.24 Fixed and portable ladders. 
1918.25 Bridge plates and ramps (See also 

§ 1918.86). 
1918.26 Access to barges and river towboats. 

Subpart D—Working Surfaces 

1918.31 Hatch coverings. 
1918.32 Stowed cargo and temporary landing 

surfaces. 
1918.33 Deck loads. 
1918.34 Other decks. 
1918.35 Open hatches. 
1918.36 Weather deck rails. 
1918.37 Barges. 

Subpart E—Opening and Closing Hatches 

1918.41 Coaming clearances. 
1918.42 Hatch beam and pontoon bridles. 
1918.43 Handling hatch beams and covers. 

Subpart F—Vessel’s Cargo Handling Gear 

1918.51 General requirements (See also 
§ 1918.11 and appendix III of this part). 

1918.52 Specific requirements. 
1918.53 Cargo winches. 
1918.54 Rigging gear. 
1918.55 Cranes (See also § 1918.11). 

Subpart G—Cargo Handling Gear and 
Equipment Other Than Ship’s Gear 

1918.61 General (See also appendix IV of this 
part). 

1918.62 Miscellaneous auxiliary gear. 
1918.63 Chutes, gravity conveyors and roll-

ers. 
1918.64 Powered conveyors. 
1918.65 Mechanically-powered vehicles used 

aboard vessels. 
1918.66 Cranes and derricks other than ves-

sel’s gear. 
1918.67 Notifying ship’s officers before using 

certain equipment. 
1918.68 Grounding. 
1918.69 Tools. 
1918.70–1918.80 [Reserved] 

Subpart H—Handling Cargo 

1918.81 Slinging. 
1918.82 Building drafts. 
1918.83 Stowed cargo; tiering and breaking 

down. 
1918.84 Bulling cargo. 
1918.85 Containerized cargo operations. 
1918.86 Roll-on roll-off (Ro-Ro) operations 

(see also § 1918.2, Ro-Ro operations, and 
§ 1918.25). 

1918.87 Ship’s cargo elevators. 
1918.88 Log operations. 
1918.89 Handling hazardous cargo (See also 

§ 1918.2 and § 1918.99). 

Subpart I—General Working Conditions 

1918.90 Hazard communication. 
1918.91 Housekeeping. 
1918.92 Illumination. 
1918.93 Hazardous atmospheres and sub-

stances (See also § 1918.2). 
1918.94 Ventilation and atmospheric condi-

tions (See also § 1918.2, definitions of Haz-
ardous cargo, materials, substance or at-
mosphere and Ro-Ro operations). 

1918.95 Sanitation. 
1918.96 Maintenance and repair work in the 

vicinity of longshoring operations. 
1918.97 First aid and lifesaving facilities. 

(See appendix V of this part). 
1918.98 Qualifications of machinery opera-

tors and supervisory training. 
1918.99 Retention of DOT markings, plac-

ards and labels. 
1918.100 Emergency action plans. 
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